Colt’s price tag jlist happens
to be just right for new church

By Louise Taylor
HERALD-LEADER STAFF WRITER

Jesus, it seems to some, is smiling
on Bethlehem, Ga.

Just last month, the most noted
and generous of the town’s 400 resi-
dents, the man who owns Harrison
Poultry Inc, sent a nice piece of
horseflesh up to the Keeneland year-
ling sale. The colt, a half-brother to
this year’s leading 2-year-old in Eu-
rope, fetched a nice bit of scratch:
$3.9 million.

For Harold Harrison, 79 years old
and still living just across the street
from the house where he grew up,
that huge sum indicates “divine prov-
idence.”

A week before the horse he bred
hit the auction ring, you see, Harrison

took the plunge to build his church,
Bethlehem United Methodist, a new
home — for precisely $3.9 million.

“My Lord is looking after me,”
Harrison said yesterday. “We've been
needing to build a church for a long
time, and finally [ told them I would
build it and pay for it.”

What he didn’'t know at the time,
though, was that Sheik Mohammed
bin Rashid al-Maktoum of Dubai
would be making such a hefty contri-
bution to the building fund. Maktoum
was smitten by the colt's beauty, and
wound up on the winning end of a
bidding war with Ireland's Coolmore
Stud for the colt.

In Bethlehem, a northern Georgia
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town between Atlanfa and
Athens, the news of Harrison’s
good fortune was greeted with
good cheer but little fanfare, -
Harrison is a self-made man
with a magnanimous soul — so
+ it came as no surprise to Bethle-
hem that his good deeds were re-
warded., -
“It was the Lord’s way of
. blessing him for being so gen-
erous to us,” said thé Rev. Re-
" becca Jo_ne,s, pastor . of ‘Bethle-
hem United Methodist. “He's
earned everything he’s got. But
he is also faithful to his com-
mitment to do right with what
he earns.” _ *
Hamson spent 50 years

building up his poultry company
(motto: Golden Goodness) froma

small egg business housed:in,a
barn to a plant that turng out
800,000: broilers a week and em

ploys.600.
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Harrison recalled, YWe went to, 3
Ocala and bought a’ mare for '
$17,000.' I 'have a good friend, a
vet up in Lexington, Dr. Fred._,=
Arnold, who came by oné¢ day
and looked at the mare and told
me [ should .come up to
Keeneland. Idid, and I got car-
ried away and bought four or
five mares. I'm self-taught and I
did a lot of reading. I know just
enough about genetlcs to Jbe dan-
gerous

~Or enough to be w1ldly suc-

- cessful: The:$3.9 million: colt;
the priciest ever at a Keeneland -
September sale,’is the second
offspring of the never-raced Mr.,
Prospector . mare Mr.. P's
Princess, and the stalllon Krls
Sv‘

Harnson who keeps hls

“dozen horses in Georgia, recent-
ly sold the mare and her latest,”
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foal to Loo]more for $800,000.
All that busmess aside, the
-200 members-of the, Methodist
church of Bethlehem are waiting
for another; kindly act ‘of God.
They want to get the white brick
church open by next September
— but rain has been deldying
the conttactor from pouring the
founidatibn.
“ A%The Baptists built a nice

. néw’ church last year, so we're

going to have two real nice
chlirches for the size of town
we'lre got,” Harrison said, “I
read_somewhere about a ‘town
#of 5000 that didn’t have even
‘“ene cbur(,h That shouldnt ever




